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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The present volume constitutes the second supple-
ment to the Repertoire of the Practice of the Security
Council, 1946-1951, which was issued in 1954. It covers
the proceedings of the Security Council from the 710th
meeting on 12 January 1956 to the 844th meeting on
15 December 1958. Further supplements covering the
proceedings of later meetings will be issued at suitable
intervals.

In order to make it easier to trace the Security
Council’s practice in respect of any given topic over the
cntire period covered by the two volumes, the headings
under which the practices and procedures of the Secu-
rity Council were presented in the original volume have
been maintained unchanged in this supplement. New
headings have been inscrted where required. Topics
which the Council has not discussed ancw during this
time are identified by double asterisks.

The methods employed and the principles observed
in the preparation of this supplement have been the
same as for the original volume of the Repertoire. They
are explained in the General Introduction to that
volume. The Repertoire is an expository work, which
presents the results of an empirical survey of the proce-
dures of the Council in a way calculated to make
reference easy, and constitutes essentially a guide to the
proceedings of the Council.

As was observed in the original volume, the Reper-

toire is not intended as a substitute for the records of
the Security Council, which constitute the only com-
prehensive and authoritative account of its deliberations.
The categories employed to arrange the material are not
intended to suggest the existence of procedures or prac-
tices which have not been clearly or demonstrably
established by the Council itself. The Security Council
is at all times, within the framework of the Charter,
*“master of its own procedure”. The object of the
Repertoire will have been achieved if the reader, by
using the descriptive titles of the headings under which
the material is presented, is enabled to find relevant
proceedings in order to draw conclusions for himself
concerning the practice of the Council.

Details of the decisions of the Council have been in-
cluded where appropriate in the accounts of its pro-
ceedings which make up this volume. The term ** deci-
sion” has again been used to mean not only those
*“decisions ” to which specific reference is made in the
text of Articles of the Charter, but all significant steps
decided upon by the Council, whether by vote or other-
wisc, in the course of consideration of a question.

The rcader should refer for full explanations of the
organization and presentation of material to the ex-
planatory matter in the original volume. An effort has
been made to avoid unnccessary repetition of such
explanations in this supplement.



Editorial note

1. References to the Official Records of the meetings
of the Security Council are given in the following form:

177th meeting : para. 10.

2. S/documents are identified by their serial number
in the S/series. Where the S/document has been printed
in the supplements to the Official Records, an additional
refecrence has been given accordingly. For S/documents
printed only in the Official Records of meetings, ref-
erence is given to the meeting and page. S/references
without addition indicate that the text is available only
in the S/scerics.

3. References from one chapter of the Repertoire to
other chapters are in the following form:

See chapter X, Case 11,

References to other cases in the same chapter are in
the following form :

See Case 11.

4. In citing statements in case histories it has been
considered nccessary at certain points to distinguish
between statements made by representatives on the
Council and statcments by representatives or other per-
sons invited to participate. In such instances, an asterisk
has becn inserted to distinguish the latter.

5. The original volume of the Repertoire should be
cited as Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Coun-
cil 1946-1951. The present volume should be cited as
Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council, Sup-
plement 1956-1958.
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