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THE SITUATION IN HUNGARY
INITIAL PROCEEDINGS

By letter ' dated 27 October 1956, addressed to the
President of the Security Council, the permanent repre-
sentatives of France, the United Kingdom and the
United States referred to:

‘“...the situation created by the action of foreign
military forces in Hungary in violently repressing the
rights of the Hungarian people which are secured by
the Trcaty of Peace to which the Governments of
Hungary and the Allied and Associated Powers are
parties.”

Pursuant to the provisions of Article 34 of the
Charter, they requested the inclusion of an item in the
agenda of the Sccurity Council entitled : * The situation
in Hungary ™, and an urgent meeting of the Council to
consider it.

At the 746th meeting on 28 October 1956, during
the discussion concerning the adoption of the provi-
sional agenda, the representative of the USSR, referring
to the provisions of Article 2 (7) of the Charter, objected
to the question being placed on the Council’s agenda.
He also maintained that any situations arising inside a
country and not affecting its relations with other States,
as in the present instance, did not fall under Article 34,

The provisional agenda was adopted by 9 votes in
favour and 1 against, with | abstention.'®

The Security Council considered the question at its
746th and 752nd-754th meetings, between 28 October
and 4 November 1956. The representative of Hungary
was invited to take part in the discussion.'

By letter'** dated 2 November 1956, the repre-
sentatives of France, the United Kingdom and the
United States requested the President of the Sccurity
Council to call an urgent mecting of the Council in view
of the critical situation in Hungury, and noted that the
Council was already scized of this matter under the
item: “The situation in Hungary .

At the 752nd meeting on 2 November 1956, the
representative of the United States referred to the cable-

representative of France at the meetings on 20 and 21 May
1957. By letter [S/38I8/Add.l, O.R., 12th year, Suppl. for
July-Sept. 1957, pp. 1-2] dated 18 July 1957, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Egypt transmitted to the Secretary-General a
declaration of the Government of Egypt accepting as com-
pulsory ipso facto the jurisdiction of the International Court of
Justice in all disputes that might arise under paragraph 9 (B) of
the Declaration dated 24 April 1957 on * Suez Canal and the
arrangements for its operation ", with effect as from that date.

133 §/3690, O.R., {1th year, Suppl. for Oct.-Dec. 1956, p. 100.

134 746th meeting : paras. 12-13, 24. For discussion in relation
to Article 2 (4), see chapter XII, part I, Case 1 ; for discussion
in relation to Article 2 (7), see chapter XII, part I, Case 2 ; in
refation o Article 34, see chapter X, part II, Case 6.

135 For consideration of the inclusion of the question in the
agenda, see chapter II, part 11, Case 7.

136 746th meeting : para. 35 ; see chapter III, part I, Case 13 ;
for the subsequent discussion concerning the applicability of
rules 14, 15 and 17 of the rules of procedure, see chapter I,
part II, Case 4.

137 §/3723, O.R., I 1th year, Suppl. for Oct.-Dec. 1956, p. 117.

gram '™ dated 1 November 1956 from the President of
the Council of Ministers of the Hungarian People’s
Republic addressed to the Secretary-General requesting
that the question of Hungary's neutrality and the defence
of that neutrality by the four Great Powers be put on
the agenda of the forthcoming General Assembly, and
stated that the Council’s next step should be to ““ ascer-
tain the facts™'»

The representative of Cuba ' supported by the repre-
sentative of Peru'* expressed the view that a draft
resolution must be submitted as soon as possible and
must embody at lcast three principles : (¢) an immediate
appeal to the Government of the USSR to withdraw its
troops from Hungarian territory; (b) an express
recognition of the right of the Hungarian people to
determine by free election the system of government
under which it chose to live ; and (¢) the establishment
of a commission of the Security Council to supervise
and cnsure the carrying out of measures proposed by the
Sccurity Council which would ensurc the political in-
dependence of Hungary.

The representative of China stated that he would like
to scc the following four points incorporated in the
resolution which the Security Council should adopt :
(@) expression of sympathy by the Council to the Hun-
garian people in this struggle for freedom; (b) a clear
statcment by the Council that it opposed the military
intervention of the Soviet Union; (¢) establishment of
a United Nations Commission sent to observe the
cvents on the spot and to report to the United Nations ;
and (d) issuance of an appeal to “all the free peoples
of the world” to give to the Hungarian people such
help as they could."t

At the same meeting, the text of a note'® dated
2 November 1956 from the permancnt mission of the
Hungarian Pcople’s Republic addressed to the Secretary-
General, transmitting a letter of the same date from the
President of the Council of Ministers and Acting
Foreign Minister of the Hungarian People’s Republic,
was circulated. This asked the Seccurity Council to
instruct the Governments of Hungary and the USSR to
start negotiations immediatcly looking to the withdrawal
of Soviet troops from Hungary.

On 3 November 1956, the Chairman and Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Council of Ministers of the
Hungarian People’s Republic, in a cablegram '
addressed to the Secretary-General, stated that his
Government confirmed that the communications sent to
the Secrctary-General expressed the official standpoint
of the “ whole Hungarian Government ™.
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Chapter VIII.

Maintenance of international peace and security

Decision of 4 November 1956 (754th meeting) :
Rejecting the revised draft resolution submitted by
the representative of the United States

At the 753rd meeting on 3 November 1956, the
representative of the United States submitted a draft
resolution,'** according to which the Sccurity Council
would: (1) call upon the Government of the USSR to
desist forthwith from any form of intervention, par-
ticularly armed intervention, in the internal affairs of
Hungary ; (2) express the earnest hope that the USSR
would withdraw all Soviet forces from Hungary without
delay ; (3) affirm the right of the Hungarian people to
a government responsive to its national aspirations and
dedicated to its independence and well-being ; (4) request
the Secretary-General in consultation with the heads of
appropriate specialized agencies to explore on an urgent
basis the nced of the Hungarian people for food,
medicine and other similar supplies, and to report to
the Sccurity Council as soon as possible; and (5)
request all Members of the United Nations and invite
national and international humanitarian organizations
to co-operate in making available such supplies as might
be required by the Hungarian people.

The representative of Peru suggested the following
amendments *** to the United States draft resolution: in
paragraph 2 replace the words “cxpresses the carnest
hope” by the word ‘“‘understands™; in paragraph 3
add, following the words “Hungarian people™, the
words *“to secure, through free clections,”.

After a discussion, the Security Council decided that
the next meeting would be held on Monday, 5 Novem-
ber.'v

At the urgently summoned 754th mecting held on
Sunday, 4 Novcmber 1956, at 3.00 a.m., the repre-
sentative of the United States submitted a revision of
his draft resolution,'** operative paragraph 2 of which
would have called upon the USSR to ccase the intro-
duction of additional armed forces into Hungary and
to withdraw all of its forces without delay from Hun-
garian territory.

The representative of China submitted an amend-
ment'* to operative paragraph 1 of the revised draft
resolution to call upon the Government of the USSR
to desist forthwith from making war on the Govern-
ment and people of Hungary, and from any form of
intervention in the internal affairs of Hungary.

At the request of the representative of the United
States,' the representative of China agreed not to press

148 §/3730, $/3730/Rev.l, O.R., II1th year, Suppl. for Oct.-
Dec. 1956, pp. 125-126.

148 753rd meeting : paras. 118-119.

147 753rd meecting: para. S0. For the consideration of the
proposal for the adjournment of the meeting, sce chapter I,
part V, Case 33.

t48 §/3730/Rev.l, O.R., I1th year, Suppl. for Oct.-Dec. 1956,
pp. 125-126.

149 754th mecting : para. 32.
120 7541th meeting : para. 57.

for a vote on his amendment to the revised draft reso-
lution.'™

At the 754th mecting on 4 November 1956, the
United States revised draft resolution was not adopted.
There were 9 votes in favour and | against, the negative
vote being that of a permanent member of the Council.™®
The representative of Yugoslavia did not participate in
the voting ;' at the 755th meeting on 5 November
1956, he requested that his vote be recorded as an
abstention, '™

Decision of 4 November 1956 (754th meeting) : Deciding
to call an emergency special session of the General
Assembly

At the 754th mceting on 4 November 1956, after the
voting on the United States revised draft resolution, the
representative of the United States submitted a draft
resolution *** according to which the Sccurity Council
would decide to call an emergency special session of the
General Assembly, as provided in General Assembly
resolution 377 (V), in order to make appropriate recom-
mendations concerning the situation in Hungary.

At the same meeting, the draft resolution submitted
by the United States was adopted by 10 votes in favour
and 1 against.'*®

The resolution *” read ;
“The Security Council,

“ Considering that a grave situation has been created
by the usc of Soviet military forces to suppress the
efforts of the Hungarian people to reasscrt their rights,

“Taking into account that because of a lack of
unanimity among its pcrmanent members the Security
Council has been unable to cxercise its primary
responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security,

“ Decides to call an emergency special session of
the General Assembly, as provided in General
Assembly resolution 377 A (V) of 3 November 1950,
in order to make appropriate recommendations con-
cerning the situation in Hungary.”

The Sccretary-General then stated that at the 751st
meeting on 31 October 1956 he had made a declaration
concerning the views he held on the dutics of the Secre-
tary-General and his understanding of the stands that
he had to take. He wished to put on record that the
obscrvations he had madc on that occasion obviously
applied also to the present situation.'

The question remains on the list of matters of which
the Security Council is scized.
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