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Formats of Meetings* Rela {ed to the Security Council’

(para. 54 of the Note)

Formats of Practice regarding partici pation of Non-Council | Briefing by the Official
Names of Meetings ] B &P p 1P ; ; & y Venue
Meetings Members in the , Discussion Secretariat Records
Non-Council members may be invited to participate in | May or may not be
Open debate . . .
the discussion upoy 1 their request conducted
Non-Council members that 3 re directly concerned or
Debate o .
affected or have special interest in the matter under
(formerly known as ] j .. .. . ) ) May be conducted
. . consideration may be invited to participate in the discussion .
Publi “Public meeting”) on their - Security
u uj 1 . .
m t'nc . At = el Published Council
eeti
- riefing Only Council members may de liver statements following ' Chamber
(formerly known as briefi as Conducted
Meetings of “Open briefing”) 1
the Securi i
; y Adoption Non-Council members may or may not be invited to
Council (formerly known as e e ) Not conducted
) participate in the discussicn upon their request
(para. 35 of “Meeting”)
the Note) Any Member of the United Nati ons which is not a member
Private debate of the Security Council, memt sers of the Secretariat and Made in a single Security
(formerly known as | other persons may be invited to be present or to participate | May be conducted | copy only and Council
. “Private meeting”) in the discussion, upon their re quest, in accordance with kept by the Chamber
Private ~ 2.
e rule 37 or 39 of the provisiOnal rules of procedure Secretary
meetings
General;
Parties prescribed in resolution 1353 (2001) are invited to . Ecosoc/Te
: . . : . ¥ . communique Chamber or
TCC meeting participate in the discussion, in accordance with the May be conducted .
. issued Conference
resoluti on
Room
Informal consultations of the )
. . e Consultation
Security Council as a whole Not permitted May be conducted Not made -
(para. 20 to 25 of the Note) B oom
. ) |
Informal meetings of Members of the & ‘
Security Council under “Arria-formula” By invitation only Not conducted Not made Not fixed

* Only those which appear in the Note by the President of the Security Council (S/2006/507) are shown on this table %
¥ Prepared by the Chairman of the Working Group on Documentation and Other Procedural Questions chiefly bas¢t 16n the Note by the President of the Security Council (8/2006/507).




INFORMAL NON-PAPER" 25 October 2002
Background Note on
“ARRIA-FORMULA” MEETINGS OF
SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

The “Arria-formula meetings” are a relatively recent practice of the
members of the Security Council. Like the informal consultations of the
whole of the Security Council, they are not envisaged in the Charter of the
United Nations or the Security Council’s provisional rules of procedure.
Under Atrticle 30 of the Charter, however, the Council is the master of its own

procedure and has the latitude to determine its own practices.

The “Arria-formula meetings” are very informal, confidential
gatherings which enable Security Council members to have a frank and private
exchange of views, within a flexible procedural framework, with persons whom
the inviting member or members of the Council (who also act as the facilitators
or convenors) believe it would be beneficial to hear and/or to whom they may
wish to convey a message. They provide interested Council members an
opportunity to engage in a direct dialogue with high representatives of
Governments and international organizations — often at the latter’s request - as
well as non-State parties, on matters with which they are concerned and which

fall within the purview of responsibility of the Security Council.

The process is named after Ambassador Diego Arria of Venezuela, who,
as the representative of Venezuela on the Council (1992-1993), initiated the
practice in 1992, Although Ambassador Arria, as the then President of the
Security Council, had himself convened in 1992 an “Arria-formula meeting”,
the recent practice suggests a preference for such initiatives to be taken by
members of the Council other than the President. The convening member is

also chairing such meetings.

* Prepared by the Secretariat.
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The “Arria-formula meetings” differ from the consultations of the

whole of the Council in the following respects: -

® Such informal gatherings do not constitute an activity of the Council
and are convened at the initiative of a member or members of the
Council. Participation in such meetings is for individual members to
decide upon and there have been instances when some members chose
not to attend. ‘

* They are held in a Conference Room, and not in the Security Council
Consultation Room.

® The convenor issues a written invitation to the other fourteen members,
indicating the place, date and time of the “Arria-formula meeting”, as
well as the name of the party to be heard, by a fax from his/her
Mission rather than by notification from the Secretariat.

¢ They are not announced in the daily Journal of the United Nations.

e  Unless so invited, members of the Secretariat are not expected to

attend, except for interpreters and a Conference Officer.

' Following such invitations, the Secretary-General attended “Arria-formula meetings” with the
Secretary-General of the OAU (5 October 1998) and with the Secretary General of NATO (6
March 2001). The Chief of SCAD’s Subsidiary Organs Branch was also invited and attended
such a meeting on Iraq (27 April 1998).
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30 April Informal interactive Sri Lanka USG John Holmes Sri Lanka, NO YES
2009 discussion (humanitarian situation)
Conf.Rm. 7
22 April Informa! interactive Sri Lanka Chef de Cabinet Vijay Nambiar Sri Lanka, NO YES
2009 discussion (humanitarian situation)
Conf.Rm. 6
26 March Informal interactive Sri Lanka USG John Holmes Sri Lanka NO YES
2009 discussion (humanitarian situation)
Conf.Rm. 7
12 Informal interactive Darfur AU-Arab League delegation Joint delegation from | NO YES
February discussion the AU and League of
2009 Arab States
17 April Meeting between the Cooperation between the | Permanent Representative of Ethiopia to | Peace and Security [ NO* YES*
2008 members of the UN UNSC and the AUPSC [ the AU and AU PSC Chair for the Month | Council of the AU at | (The (The report
Security Council and the of April, Sahle-Work Zewde ambassadorial level Journal lists does not
members of the AU a joint describe
Peace and Security briefing for meeting  as
Council the SC and including GA)
GA)
26 Informal interactive Chad/Sudan Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chad, | Minister of Foreign | NO NO
February discussion Ahmad Allam-Mi Affairs of Chad
2008 Conf. '
Rm.7
13 July Informal dialogue The Sudan AU Commission Chairperson Alpha AU Commission | NO NO
2007 Oumar Konaré Chairperson
9 July Informal dialogue Kosovo Lieutenant-General Roland  Kather, [ Commander of KFOR NO
2007 Commander of KFOR
27 April Informal meeting Somalia Ethiopian Foreign Minister, Seum Mesfin | Minister for Foreign [ NO NO
2007

Conf.Rm 8

Affairs of Ethiopia




ss

24 April Informal private Somalia Permanent Observer of the AU, Lila [ Permanent Observer | NO YES
2007 discussion Hanitra Ratsifandrihamanana; ASG for | of the African Union
Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh; USG
for Humanitarian Affairs, John Holmes;
Director of DPKOQ's Africa Division,
Dmitry Titov
16 April Informal private The Sudan Secretary-General, AU Chairperson | SG; AU Commission NO
2007 discussion Konaré; AU Commissioner for Chairperson ; AU
Peace and Security, Said Bjinnit; and the | Commissioner for
United Nations and African Union | Peace and Security;
special representatives, Jan Eliasson | UN and AU special
and Salim Ahmed Salim representatives  to
Sudan
22 March | Informal private meeting Chad-Sudan Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chad, [ Minister of Foreign{ NO NO
2007 Ahmad Allam-Mi; Colonel Idriss Dokomy | Affairs of Chad;
Adiker of Chad Military  officer  of
Chad
6 February | Informal event/Meeting | Non-proliferation issues | Senator Richard Lugar, Chairman of the | Chairman of the US YES
2006 between SC members Senate Foreign Relations Committee, | Senate Foreign
sC and US Senators Lugar, and other members of the United States | Relations Committee
Chamber Voinovich and Coleman Senate and other Senators
20 January Special meeting Relationship between | Chairman of the United States Senate | Chairman of the
2000 the UN and the USA; the | Committee on Foreign Relations, Jesse | United States Senate
SC Helms-Biden Law Helms Committee on
Chamber Foreign Relations
3 April Informal meeting General discussion of | President of Italy, Dr. Oscar Luigi | President of Italy
1996/SC SC issues, in connection | Scalfaro
Chamber with the visit of the

President of Italy to the
UN
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